It is ordained by the New Shoreham Town Council:

LIQUOR LICENSE RULES AND REGULATIONS
TOWN OF NEW SHOREHAM

I.	GENERAL REGULATIONS

A. The number of licenses in any year shall be set at the annual license renewal hearing and may not be reset at any other time.  No licenses other than those specifically authorized by the Board of License Commissioners shall be issued.  

B. The number of licenses for each class shall be authorized as indicated below:

	CLASS
	FEES
	NUMBER AUTHORIZED
	NUMBER GRANTED

	A
	$1,000
	2
	

	BV
	$2,000
	25
	

	BVL
	$1,500
	3
	

	BM
	$1,500
	1
	

	C
	$800
	1
	

	D
	$800
	1
	

	E
	$200
	1
	

	F
	$15
	Unlimited
	

	F1
	$35
	Unlimited
	

	T
	$600
	1
	

	BH
	$500
	1
	

	F2
	$35
	1
	

	G
	$100
	1
	

	GD
	$100
	1
	

	J
	
	1
	

	L
	
	1
	

	K
	$600
	1
	

	ED
	FEES
	1
	



C. For the purpose of these rules and regulations, premise is defined as the building and/or area where the serving and consumption of alcohol is being proposed.

D. Application for extended hours (up to 2:00 a.m.), pursuant to RIGL 3-7-7(a)(4) is subject to advertising and public hearing.  The fee for extended hours is an additional $500.

II.	NEW LICENSE APPLICATIONS

A. Application:

1. An application must be obtained from the Town Clerk, completed in full by the applicant, and returned to the Town Clerk with the processing fee and all required documentation, including a site plan of the premises.  

2. Applications for new licenses may be submitted only between September 15th and September 30th of each year.  The Town Clerk, upon verifying that the application is complete, will advertise the application as required by State Law for public hearing.  Class F and F1 may be considered and issued throughout the year.  If there is more than one application, applicants will be heard in the order the completed applications were received by the Town Clerk Office.

3. The non-refundable application processing fee is $25.

4. Applications must include: 

a. A brief written description of the premises identifying the specific location, within the building and/or on the property where liquor is to be served or consumed.

b. Documentation of all special exceptions, variances, and other legally authorized deviations from the Zoning Ordinance with dates of authorization, including special exceptions granted for the expansion of existing uses.

c. Documentation of any existing zoning or building code violations whether of record or not.

d. A site plan, drawn to an acceptable engineering scale and accurately presenting all required data.  The site plan shall contain: 

(1) Parcel identification (Tax Assessor’s Map and Lot). 

(2) Property ownership; 

(3) Zoning classification; 

(4) Identification of exact location within the building and a GIS map of the grounds where liquor is to be regularly served or consumed.

(5) A description of the measures taken to contain and control alcohol consumption in the designated area. (e.g., personnel, signage, fencing)

e. If applicable, a portion of the property lease agreement defining the premise leased, or a signed written statement from the property owner defining the premise leased.

5. Before the license is issued, the Town Clerk’s Office must receive: 

a. Proof of payment of municipal taxes, user fees, annual license fee and any other fees due to the Town;

b. A Certificate of Good Standing from the Rhode Island Division of Taxation;

c. Certification from the Zoning Official that there are no outstanding Zoning Violations on the property.

d. Proof of good standing from the Corporations Division of the Rhode Island Secretary of State.

e. Certification from the Rhode Island State Fire Marshal that the premise has passed a Life Safety Inspection or that the Rhode Island State Fire Marshal otherwise supports the issuance of a liquor license. Said certification shall be issued within twelve (12) months of submittal of the application.


B. Notice:  Notice of the application must be given by regular mail to all owners of property within two hundred (200) feet of the premises seeking the application.  The notice is to be given by the Town Clerk’s Office and the cost paid by the applicant.  The notice must state that remonstrants have a right to be heard and specify the time and place of the hearing.  Notice need not be given regarding Class F or F1 licenses.

C. Advertising:  The Board of License Commissioners must advertise the hearing once a week for two weeks in a newspaper of local circulation with the cost paid by the applicant, as per Rhode Island General Law §3-5-17.  The initial advertisement must appear 14 days or more before the scheduled hearing date.  This requirement does not apply to Class F or F1 licenses. 

D. Basis For Denial:

1. All available licenses authorized under the limits established by these rules and regulations have been issued and no license is currently available.

2. Objection is made by owners of the greater part of the area within two hundred (200) feet of the premises where a Class B, C or I license is to be operated per Rhode Island General Laws §3-7-19.  If the owner or owners of the majority of this area object, then the Commission is without authority to issue the license.  

3. Objections made by owners of less than the greater part of the area within two hundred (200) feet of the premises where the license is to be operated.  The Commission has discretionary authority to either issue or deny the license.

4. Failure of applicant to comply with requirements of State Law.

5. The Board of License Commissioners has general discretionary authority to deny a license based upon criteria which it has established and fairly applies.  The following criterion has been established by the Board of License Commissioners:

a. Compliance with all Town Ordinances;

b. Citizen reaction to the application;

c. Proximity of premises to residential area, commercial districts, schools, churches and/or to other establishments licensed for the sale of alcoholic beverages;

d. Impact on traffic;

e. Parking;
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f. Whether a license will be a major component of the business or an auxiliary use to an eating establishment;

g. The history of operations at the premises for which a license is requested;

h. Qualification of the applicant to hold and operate the license;

i. Such other health, public welfare and safety factors as each individual application may present.

E. Relief:  Any person or business entity aggrieved by the operation, regulation or rule enacted into law by the Council sitting as the Board of License Commissioners, may petition for extraordinary relief.  A person or business entity petitioning for relief must prove by compelling evidence that:

1. Any non-compliance with the regulation or rule was due to mistake, inadvertence, surprise, excusable neglect or other just cause AND;

2. The community at large will benefit by the granting of this extraordinary relief.


III.	LICENSE RENEWAL APPLICATIONS

A. All licenses (except F and F-1) are issued for a period of no more than one year and shall be renewable on December 1st of each year in accordance with these rules and regulations and State Law.

B. License renewal applications shall be submitted on the same forms as a new license application, except that the application shall indicate that it is a renewal application.  Failure to submit a timely license renewal application may be grounds for denying renewal of the license.



C. The renewal applicant must annually authorize the site plan on file provided it accurately reflects the premises and conforms to the standards of Section II A 4 (d) .  If there has been any change in location of service and consumption of alcohol on the premises, failure to submit a new site plan with the renewal application may be grounds for denial of the applicant or revocation of the license.  

D. The holder of a license is entitled to have the license renewed, provided:

1. The license renewal application is complete and timely submitted by October 1st.

2. The applicant meets all criteria for issuance of the initial license.

3. Before the license is issued, the Town Clerk’s Office must receive: 

a. Proof of payment of municipal taxes, user fees, annual license fee and any other fees due to the Town;

b. A Certificate of Good Standing from the Rhode Island Division of Taxation;

c. Certification from the applicant that the premise is in compliance with all Town Ordinances and has been maintained in a safe and sanitary condition, all service equipment, means of egress, life safety devices and safeguards have been maintained in good working order by the owner.

d. Certification from the Zoning Official that there are no outstanding Zoning Violations on the property.

e. Certification from the Rhode Island State Fire Marshal that the premise has passed a Life Safety Inspection or that the Rhode Island State Fire Marshal otherwise supports the issuance of a liquor license. Said certification shall be issued within twelve (12) months of submittal of the application.

f. A description of the measures taken to control and contain alcohol consumption in the designated area. (eg, personnel, signage, fencing)


E. The Board of License Commissioners may refuse to renew a license for cause.  Cause shall include:

1. One or more incidents of disorderly conduct within the licensed premises, or without the licensed premises if the conduct can be shown to have its genesis within the premises.

2. Failure to comply with State and local health and safety laws, codes, ordinances, rules and regulations.

3. Failure to comply with State and local alcoholic beverage laws, codes, rules and regulations.

F. Notice: It shall not be necessary to provide notice by mail to abutting landowners.

G. Advertising: The Board of License Commissioners must advertise the hearing once a week for two (2) weeks in a newspaper of local circulation, with the cost paid by the applicant.  The initial advertisement must appear fourteen (14) days or more before the scheduled hearing date.  This requirement does not apply to Class F or F1 licenses.  


IV.	RELOCATION OR TRANSFER OF LICENSE

A. Relocation means moving the license to a new location; transfer means conveyance of the license to another person (Rhode Island General Law 3-5-19).

B. Transfer and relocation applicants are required to submit documentation as for a new license.

C. Transfer and relocation applications shall be judged by the same criteria as for new applications.

D. The Board of License Commissioners has general discretionary authority to deny relocations or transfers of a license based upon the same criteria which it has established for issuance of an original license, balancing these criteria with due consideration for the existing license holder’s financial interest in the license.

E. Notice of relocation applications must be given by regular mail to all owners of property within two hundred (200) feet of the premises seeking the application. The notice is to be given by the Town Clerk’s Office, with the cost paid by the applicant.  Notice by mail need not be made in the case of a transfer of a license without relocation.

F. The Board of License Commissioners must advertise the hearing once a week for two weeks in a newspaper of local circulation with the cost paid by the applicant.  The initial advertisement must appear 14 days or more before the scheduled hearing date.



V.	EXPANSION OF LIQUOR SERVICE

A. The Board of License Commissioners specifically reserves the right to limit the location wherein liquor may be served or consumed.

B. To expand the location wherein alcoholic beverages may be served or consumed beyond that authorized in the existing license, the license holder must obtain the approval of the Board of License Commissioners.

C. To obtain approval from the Board of License Commissioners for the expansion of liquor service, the license holder must submit a new license application. The procedure for applying for an expansion of a license shall follow the same procedure as for a new license.


VI.  LICENSE RESTRICTIONS & CONDITIONS

A. The Board of License Commissioners shall have the authority to impose restrictions upon a license, whether newly issued, renewed, transferred or relocated, provided the restrictions are designed to promote the reasonable control of alcoholic beverages.

B. The Board of License Commissioners shall have broad discretionary authority to impose restrictions which are generally applied to all liquor licenses or all licenses within a class.

C. Liability Acceptance:

1. The applicant assumes all responsibility and liability which may result from the granting of the license and is knowledgeable of any state and local laws pertaining to operation of premises.

2. Public officials who are hired to police the establishment are not liable or responsible for the checking of identification; it is solely the responsibility of the applicant.

3. The applicant acknowledges that the Town of New Shoreham assumes no responsibility by the granting of the license.


D. Restrictions imposed upon a particular license, not generally applicable to all licenses, should be reasonably supported by competent evidence presented to the Board of License Commissioners or agreed to by the licensee.  Restrictions that may be imposed include, but are not limited to:

1. Reduced hours of operation.

2. Entertainment restrictions.

3. Outside service restrictions.

E. Building and Safety Codes.
1. The Board of License Commissioners shall not issue, nor approve the transfer to any person or location of, nor approve the renewal of any license unless and until such applicant for license, relocation, or renewal first obtains and delivers to the Board written certification from the Rhode Island State Fire Marshal that the premise has passed a Life Safety Inspection or that the Rhode Island State Fire Marshal otherwise supports the issuance of a liquor license. Said certification shall be issued within twelve (12) months of submittal of the application.

2. This provision shall be effective upon passage and, following passage, licensees shall have six (6) months to submit said certification to the Board. 

VII.	REVOCATION AND FINES

A. The Board of License Commissioners may revoke or suspend any license that it has issued or impose a fine up to $500 for each offense, if:

1. The license holder has breached any express condition imposed on the license.

2. The license holder has violated the provisions of State law concerning alcoholic beverages, including but not limited to the rules and regulations of the Liquor Control Administration.

3. The license holder has violated the provisions of these rules and regulations or any applicable Town Ordinances.

B. For the purposes of this section, the licensee assumes responsibility for preventing its patrons from disturbing the surrounding neighborhood.  Failure to do so shall be grounds for revocation or suspension of a license or imposition of a fine.

C. Hearing: Prior to the fining, revocation or suspension of a license, the Board of License Commissioners shall send notice by mail to the licensee and give the licensee the opportunity to show cause why the license should not be suspended or revoked.  The notice shall provide:


1. The factual basis for the revocation or suspension.

2. The date on which the show cause hearing is to be held.

D. If the Board of License Commissioners finds that the public health, safety or welfare requires immediate suspension or revocation, it may suspend or revoke the license and promptly thereafter provide the licensee with a hearing.


ALL STATE AND LOCAL LAWS ARE IN ADDITION TO THESE RULES AND REGULATIONS.

Approved by the New Shoreham Board of License Commissioners on May 3, 1993

Amended August 21, 1996
Amended August 19, 1998
Amended November 18, 1998
Amended November 17, 1999
Amended November 15, 2000
Amended February 28, 2001
Amended April 18, 2001
Amended April 25, 2001
Amended May 15, 2002
Amended October 6, 2003
Amended November 29, 2004
Amended December 19, 2005
Amended June 18, 2008
Amended November 19, 2008
Amended November 16, 2009
Amended December 16, 2010
Amended November 7, 2011
Amended June 20, 2012
Amended November 12, 2014
Amended November 30, 2015
Amended November 6, 2017
Amended July 17, 2018
Amended January 8, 2024
Amended July 07, 2025
